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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Suez Canal. 


[In continuation of Confidential Paper No. 7216.) 


No. 1. 


Foreign Office to British Suez Canal Directors. 


(No.1. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 3, 1899. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 28, Commercial, of the 16th ultimo, T am 
directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit herewith the 175 shares in the 

+. Canal Company, the property of Her Majesty’s Government, which were drawn 
on the 15th ultimo for repayment. 

Tam to request that you will present them for payment, and remit the proceeds 
to the Bank of England for Her Majesty’s Exchequer under the arrangements 
approved by the Treasury Minute of the 18th December, 1804 

am, &6, 


(Signed) Si, JOHN BRODRICK. 


No. 2. 
British Suez Conal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received January 4, 1899.) 


(No. 29. Commercial.) 

My Toni, Paris, December 31, 1898. 
WE have tho honour to transmit, for the use of the Admiralty and the Board 

of Trade, forty copies of the latest edition of the Regulations for the navigation of 

the Suex Canal, which were approved by the Board on the Sth instant, and will be 

put into force from the Ist proximo, 


Uritish Directo 
H, AUSTIN LE 


Board of Trade to Foreign Office—(Received Junwary 4.) 


Sir. Board of Trade, January 3, 1809. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of {the 5th ultimo, transmitting, by direction of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, a copy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Sues 
Company respecting the measurement of vessels for Suez Canal Special 1 
Certificates. 

In reply, I am to forward to you the additional information regarding vessel 
belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, the British 
India Steam Navigation Company, and the Orient Steam Navigation Company, 
which the Directors required, and to request that you will be so good as to move the 
Marquess of Salisbary to cause this information to be furnished to the Directors in 
doe course. 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) INGRAM B. WALKER. 


[1508] B 





closure in No. 


Companisox of six vessels (i, the Inst two surveyed for the Peninsular 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, the British India Steam Navigat 
Company, and the Urient Steam Navigation Company), showing thei 
present net tonnage according to the Suez Canal Roles, and their net tonnage, 
assuming the British system were adopted, with the exception of the allowance 
for propelling power 
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and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, the British India Steam Navigation 
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assuming the British system were adopted, with the exception of the allowance 
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No. 4 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received January 7.) 


(No. 1. Commercial.) 
My Loni, Paris, January 5, 1809. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 1, Commercial, of the 
Srd instant, we have the honour to transmit, for safe delivery to the Chief Cashier 
of the Bank of England, a letter containing a draft on the Crédit Lyonnais, of 
London, for the sum of 87,500 fr., being the value of the 175 Suez Canal shares drawn 
for repayment on the 15th ultimo; and also a packet containing the certificates of 
175 “actions de jonissance” received from the Suez Canal Company in exchange 
for the 175 capital shares delivered to the Company. 

We have, &e 
(Bor the British Dirootors), 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LE 


No. 5, 
British Sues Canal Dircetors to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received January 21.) 


(No.2. Commereial.) 
My Lon, Paris, January 7, 1899. 

WE have the honour to submit oor annual Report on the Bud; ho Suee 
Canal Company for 1899, which, after examination by the Finance Committee on the 
5th December, was passed by the Council of Administration at. the meeting of th 
xame date. It has been drawn up, with some slight modifications, in accordance 
with the system firxt adopted in 189 ort of the Slat 
Sanuary lat. 

‘The expenditure for the year is estimated at 27,600,869 fr, 25 c,, showing an 
increase over that of 1808 of 823,040 fr, ‘The principal causes of this increase aro 
the credit voted for the inauguration of the monument to be ereeted at Port Said in 
memory of M. de Lesseps, and that which it bas beca considered desirable to open, 
in view of the prosperous condition of the finances of the Company, for the 
important works urgently required in connection with the western pier, and the 
Quai Frangois-Joseph at Port Said, 

We append a Statement showing the Estimates for the two years under the 
different heads of expenditure >— 


ee 
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‘The principal part of the increase under the head of “Central Administration” is 
due to the anticipated expenditure of 130,000 fr. in connection with the ceremonies 
which will take place this year at the unveiling of the monument to the late M. de 
Lesseps; to an increase in certain salaries, and to repairs to the Company's properties 
in Paris and London. ‘There has been a decrease in the expenditure under this 
head by a reduction of 60,000 fr. in the cost of transmission of funds from Egypt 
and England to France, and of 40,000 fr. in the commissions paid to correspon- 
dents. 

‘As regards the first of these items it should be explained that the rate of 
exchange was more favourable in 1898 than in 1897, the figures for which year 
formed the basis of the Estimate for 1898, and that a new arrangement has been 
concluded with the Peninsular and Oriental Company by which their payments 
of dues are made under conditions les onerous to the Canal Company than 
heretofore. 

No special comment is necessary on the increase of about 12,000 fr. show 
under the head of * Agence Supérieure,” which is duc to ordinary increase of salarion 
and allowances, and to necessary repairs of official residences in Egypt, and which 
will be reduced by 6,000 fr..owing to an arrangement made with the Egyptian 
Government, by which the “Common Domain" contributes that sum to the legal 
expenses of the Company. 

A decrease of nearly 16,000 fr, is shown in the estimate for the Hospital of 
Saint-Vincent-de-Paul at Ismatlia, in consequence of reduction of stall, and 
anticipated diminution in the cost of food and medicines. 

‘There is also a decrease under the head of "Transit and Navigation,” amounting 
to 14,743 fr. The reductions, consequent upon retirements, deaths, and abolition of 
offices, after allowing for numerous increases of salary, amounted in the first 
instance to 57,152 fr, but some increase in expenditure is incurred for other objects, 
of which the most important is the special payments to be mare, at the request of 
the Chof du Transit, to the pilots employed in bringing ships into the harbours of 
Port Said and Sues, whore salaries are moderate, and whose work ix occasionally 
very hard. ‘These payments amount to 1 fr. in the day time and 4 fr. at night, and 
absorb a total sum of 11,000 fr, ‘There is, moreover, an increase of 25,045 fr. in 


the “Frais d’Exploitation " to. provide for the payment of wages of workmen in the 
pil 


ports, of the crews of tugs and pilot-boats, and of the men temporarily employed 
In'maintaining the telegenph lings, and charges for fuel and light. 

Under the head of * Maintetanee,” the sum. required, 4:985,100 fr, 
large inerease of 527,541 fr. over the sum allocated for th ice | 
is increased expenditure under those of the five sub-heads i service is 
divided, namely, ‘Ateliors Généraux et Atcliers de Sections,” 45,802 fr. “Réparation 
du Matériel," 286,807 fr.. and “Travaux d'Entretien,” 205,149 fr. Under the 
wecond of these sub-heads it should be remarked that two new items of expenditure 
‘occur, namely, “Grosses Réparations du Matériel Divers,” and “Petites Réparations 
du Matériel de Dragages,” amountitty together to 331,030 fe., but, as it hax been 
found possible to elfect a saving of 94,223 fr. in the item “Grosses Réparations 
du Matériel de Dragage,” the total amount of the increase is, as above stated, 
286,807 fr. 

Under the sub-head of “Travaux d’Entretien ” the increase is caused by the 
urgent necessity of the important works on the western pier, and the Quai Frangois- 
Joseph at Port Said, already referred to, for which a credit of £00,000 fr, was opened, 
the expenditure being at the same time reduced by 220,761 fr. applied in the 
preceding year to works of dredging, &e. ‘The expediture under the sub-head of 
Service Général” shows « reduction of 9,685 fr. on the Estimates for 1898, 
Provision is made for an augmentation of 93,833 fr. to meet increases in salaries, &c., 
of which 50,000 fr, bas already been expended consequent upon the discharge of 
large number of workmen last year, but this increase of 99,333 fr. is more than 
counter-balanced by a saving of 103,018 fr. caused by the abolition of appointments 
and a diminution of expenses. ‘There is also an economy of 40,5391 fr. 50 e. under 
the sub-head of “ Magasin Général,” owing to a new arratigement for the conveyance 
of material by means of the Company's tugs and tank vessels, and the consequent 
discharge of the staf hitherto engaged on this service. 

A reduction of 14,903 fr. is proposed in the sum allotted to “Exploitations 
Accessoires,” which amounts to 865,344 fr. ‘I'here are decreases under the sub-heads 
of “ Baux de Port Said et d’lsmailia " and “Tramway de Port Said a Ismailia,” and 
small increases under other sub-heads. 


Under the head “Charges Sociales,” for which a sum of 16,228,115 fr. is 
required, there is an increase of 8,595 fr. 50. consequent upon the further issue 
during 1898 of the 3 per cent. bonds already sanctioned. 

the estimate of the Administration Commission of the “Common Domain’? 
amounting to 283,905 fr., shows an increase of 83,161 fr. over the original Estimate 
for 188, owing to expenditure in improving the road of Port Said. 

‘There is a decrease of 302,535 fr. in the sam to be appropriated for the 
“Budget Extraordinaire,” which ‘amounts to 984,608 fr. Increased sums are 

jnired for certain works of improvement throughout the Canal, and in the harbour 
of Port Said, but, on the other hand, a saving of 516,680 fr. is shown in the sum 
required for dredging works of the Ismailia section of the Canal, in consequence of 
the advance made in the improvement of that section, and for similar works in the 


harbour of Ismail 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
HL AUSTIN LEB. 
©. W. FREMANTLE. 





No. 6, 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 127.) 


(No. 8. Commercial.) 
, Spring House, Bwell, Surrey, January 26, 1899. 

REFERRING to previous correspondence on the same subject, we have 
honour to submit to your Lordship x letter, and its jnclosures, from the Suez C 
Company on the subject of the maasuremant of bridge-spaces of vewsels frequenting 
the Suez Cana). 

‘The particulars given describ a further contrivance by which some ship- 
owners endeavour to elude the provisions of the Constantinople Rules against the 
omission of spaces from measurement which can easily be made capable of containing 


‘We have the honour to submit that this correspondence might be communicated 
to the Board of Trade, and to be, &e, 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 


©. W. PREMANTLE. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 6. 
Suez Canal Comparty 10 Licutenant-General Sir J. Stokes, 


M. le Vice-Prisident, Paris, te 16 Janvier, 1890, 
COMME suite aux communications que nous avons échangées depuis le 3 Mai, 
1898, an sujet du mesurage des “bridges,” “ poops,” et “ forecaatles,” par le Board 
of Trade, j'ai Vhonveur de vous adresser, sous ce pli, la copie d'une nouvelle lettre 
(du 7 Janvier, 1899, avec une annexe) que je viens de recevoir de M.le Chef du 
‘Transit sur le méme sujet 
Veuilles, &o. 
Le Directeur, 
(Signé) — TROUVILLE. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 6. 
4M. Tillier to Prince d' Arenberg. 


M. le Président, Iamailia, le 7 Tanvier, 1899, 
J'AI Phonnear Je vous adresser ci-joint le croquis des ouyertures arriére du 
“bridge” du steam-ship Anglais “ Foreland.” 
Le “Suez Canal Certificate” de ce navire est antérieur i la Circulaire du Board 
of Trade de 1897 et son “bridge ” nest pas mesuré. 
(1558) © 





‘J'ai pensé quill était fort intéressant de vous envoyer un croquis du mode de 
fermeture qui a été adopté bord pour le “bridge,” lorsque (comme au voyage du 
28 Décembre, 1898) celui-ci est rempli de marchandises. En effet, alors méme que 
le navire se serait fait mesurer apris la publication de la Circulaire du Board of 
Trade, cette Administration aurait probablement cu quelque peine & comprendre le 
“bridge” dans le mesurage si elle s'en était tenue littéralement aax termes de la 
Cirealaire, 

Diaprés ce document, il faut pour qu'un espace couvert, comme * forecastle,” 
“bridge,” 90 “poop,” soit considéré comme facile & lore que les ouvertures soient 
munies :— 

(2) De surbaus et dhiloires; 

.) Ou seulement d'hiloires ; 
.) Ou de coulisseaux dont la hauteur dépasse Ia moitié de la hauteur de 
Vouverture. 

Or, Jes amateurs du “ Foreland” ont trouvé moyen, comme vous le verrez. par 
le croquis, de clore parfaitement les ouvertures du “bridge” par des installations 
qui ne rentrent dans aucane des trois catégories du Board of Trade et ne sont 
pas prévues par la Circalaire, En effet, d'une part, la petite plaque de tle 
trouve en bas, k gauche, n'est pas un coutissean, et d'autre part, il y aen bh 
Fouverture, une cornidre qui aurait pu A la rigueur étre considérée comme un surban ; 
mais il n'y a pas d'biloire, Et cependant en’ boulonnant un_madrier de bois sur la 
plajue de tle qui se trouve en bax, 4 gauche, et on installant, comme on I'a fait, 

barres de fer verticales, on est arrivé A one fermeture complite da 

bridge.” 

Pour le cas actucl, los intértts de notra C ont pas été Iésés puisque 
lo “ bridge” était plein de marchandises et que ons mesuré et taxé, mais je 
erois, colnme je Vai dit, fort intéressant de vous soumettre le cas afin que vous 
jugiex sil ave en informer le Board of ‘Trade, car si le “ bridge" 
avait 6t6 vid a i ment le traiter. 

‘ai cu occasion de parler de cotte affaire d M, lo Président et & MM. les d 
Vice-Présidents qui se trouvaient en Egypte au moment du passage de ce navire. 

Veuillez, &. 
Le Chof du Service du Transit, 
(Signs) ‘TILLER. 


No. 7. 
British Suet Canal Directors to the Marquese of Salisbury—(Received Janwary 31.) 


(No, 4, Commercial.) 

Paris, January 28, 1899. 
ordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch 
No. 8, Commercial, of the 25th instant, we have the honour to transmit herewith 
180 copies of the new edition of the Regulations for the navigation of the Suez 

We have, &e. 
(For the Britisty Direetors), 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE. 


No.8. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Offce.—(Received February 24.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, February 28, 1899. 

1AM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 25th ultimo, transmitting, by direction of the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Suez 
Canal Company, inclosing @ letter and its inclosures from the Company respecting 
the Atings, attached to the openings in the bridge-space of the British steam-ship 
“Foreland” with reference to the measurement of that space in connection with her 
Suez Canal Special Tonnage Certificate. 


g 


In reply, Lam to state, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, that 
the Beard of Trade have caused inquiries to be made into this matter, and (hat, so 
far as cin be ascertained, there appears to be little doubt but that the fittings 
referred to have been attached to the openings in the bridge-space since the Sur- 
yeyors of this Department measured the ‘* Foreland” for her Suez Canal Certificate 
in 1894, 

Tam to add that, upon the return of the vessel to the United Kingdom, she 
will be again inspected, and, if necessary, a fresh certificate will be issued. 

‘The plan which accompanied your commanication is returned herewith. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) INGRAM B. WALKER. 





No. 9. 
Foreign Office to British Suez Canal Directors, 


(No. 4. Commereial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 25, 1809. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 26th ultimo on the subject af the measure- 
ment of bridge-spuces of vessels frequenting the Sues Canal, Lam directed by the 
Marquess of Salisbury to transmit herewith, for your information, copy of a letter 
which has been received from the Board of Trade relative to the case of the British 
steam-ship “Foreland,” 
ars to the Board to be little doubt that the fittings attached to the 
‘openings in the bridge-space of this vessel were added after she was measured by 
the Board of Trade Surveyors for « Suez Canal Cortificate in 1894 
On the return of the steamer to the United Kingdom, therefore, she will be 
inspected, and, f necessary, a fresh certificate will be issued. 
(Signed) MARTI 


ee See 
No. 10, 


British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received March 1.) 


No.5. Commercial. 

SP tr, : Paris, February 6, 1899, 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Brodrick’s despateh 

No. 2, Commercial, of the 7th ultimo, inclosing a further Memorandum from the 

Board of ‘Trade, giving Comparative Tables of the tonnage of three lines of mail- 

Steamers measured under the present Rules of the British system of measurement as 

compared with the same vessels measured under the Constantinople Rules for the 


much more unfavourable to the substitution of the British 
Rules for the special Suez certificate proposed by the Board of Trade in their letter 
of the 17th November, 1895, inclosed in Mr, Brodrick’s despatch No. 12, Commercial, 
of the 22nd of that month, 

With reference to the instructions contained in that letter, and to our report 
thereon—No. 27, Commercial, of the 20th November, 1898—we have the honour to 
solicit your Lordship’s further instructions as to bringing the matter before the 
Directors of the Suez Canal Company. : 

We have no reason to modify the views expressed in our previous despatch as 
to the desirability of a revision of the Constantinople Rules, but we are, of course, 
unable to jadge of the opportuneness of such a revision 

Weare, Be. 
Signed! J, STOKE 
ae H. AUSTIN LEE. 
©. W. FREMANTLE. 


ae SE ESS SS 





No. 11. 
Foreign Office to Board of Trade, 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1899. 

WITH reference to your letter of the Srd January last respecting the measure- 
ment of vessels for Suez Canal Special Tonnage Certificates, | am directed by the 
Marquess of Salisbury to transmit herewith, to be laid before the Board of Trade, 
copy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company, soliciti 
further instructions as to bringing the matter before the Directors of the Suez Can: 
Company: 

ee Teguert that you will inform Lord Salisbury what instructions should, 
in the opinion of the Board of Trade, be addressed to the British Directors on this 
subject. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) MARTIN GOSSELIN. 


No. 12. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office.—(Reecived March 15.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, March 14, 1899. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
ofthe Gth instant, teansmitting, by direction of the Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of 
‘2 despatch {rom the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company, soliciting further 
jnstructions ax to bringing the question of the suggested alteration in the system of 
measuring vessels for Suez Canal Special ‘Tonnage Certificates before the Directors 
of the Company. 

Tn royal ‘am to state, for Lord Salisbury's information, that the Board of 
‘Trade consider that the matter might be laid before the Suez Canal Company 
for their consideration ; bat if the British Directors do not think that a 
revision of the system of measurement is opportune, the Board do not wish to 
press for it, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) INGRAM B. WALKER. 





No. 13. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received April 12.) 


(ho, 6. , Commercial) , 
iy Lord, Paris, April 11, 1899. 
WE" have the honour to inclose a further letter from the Suez Canal Company 
‘on the subject of the attempts made by English ship-owners, or the masters of 
their vessels, to evade payment of dues on the closed and covered-in spaces, as 
thei vTin the Board of ‘rat's instructions to theie surveyors. Great ingonuity is 
Cxercised in these attempts, which are of various kinds, bat having one end in view, 
hamely, that of reducing the amount of tonnage ov which the Canal dues are levied 
‘as much as. possible. a : 

"The principal Transit Officer of the Canal, whose letter is inclosed in that of 
the Company, after describing these various devices, concindes as follows =— 

“The Board of Trade has admitted, and we can completely share its views, 
that the existence of conmings only, of coamings with frames, or of grooves for 
note than balf the height of the opening in the openings of any space render this 
space easy to be inclosed, and liable to pay dues. ae 

“Tha definition is sufficient, and not likely to be attended with difficulties in 
‘enforcing it, 


= No.10. 


* Bat whenever there is a question of other modes of fitting, it is difficult, if 
not impossible, to lay down Rules with sufficient precision to embody in a Regula- 
tion the expression ‘easily closed" of the Note of General Principles recommended 
by the Constantinople Commission, and that all idea of making these words the basis 
of 2 Regulation should be abandon 

“On the other hand, the following words of the same note, ‘and thus rendered 
better appropriated to the transport of passengers and merchanding,’ may serve for 
the adoption of a Rule more easy of application, if it is admitted that whenever 
there is merchandize iu a nonemeasured space, this space may be considered as 
‘appropriated to the transport of merchandize.’ In presence of such a fact there 
could be no difference of interpretation. Consequently, if a space contains 
merchandizo it will be taxed without farther inquiry; if in a subsequent voyage it 
does not contain merehandize it will not be taxed. 

‘The fullowing rules might, therefore, be adopted :— 
A vessel presents itself for passage through the Canal provided with 
special certificate of a date subsequent to the 4th November, 186 

(A) Bridge and poops, whose openings are fitted with frames and coamings, 
coamings only, or grooves exceeding half the height of the opening. 

“The Board of Trade considering these spaces ax bridge spaces, they are 
incladed in the tonnage. If, however, as in the case of the *Dongola' and the 
*Harperley,” the owners fix coamings oF slides after the measurements by the Board 
‘of Trade Surveyors the spaces nhall be taxed whether containing merchandize 
or not. 

#(B.) Avewel arriving with the spaces in question provided or not with Sittin 
permitting of their boing easily closed, but in any case not with those indicated 
in the Circular of the Ath November, 1897, shall only be taxed for these spaces when 
they coutain merchandize. 

The Transit Officer further-expresses the opinion that although these Rales 
might not entirely conform to the spirit of the Constantinople Rules, they would be 
satisfactory to the users of the Canal, and at the same time protect the Intore 
the Canal Company. 

We are of opinion, however, that though perhaps not according to the strict 
lotter of the Constantinople Rules, they are in the spirit of thoxe Rules, and might 
be adopted, as they do not involve any change in the rules of measurement, and 
tend to remove friction, 

We would, therefore, venture to suggest that the proposal should be favourably 
cousidered by the Board of Trade. Eee = 


We have, &. 
(Signed) J. SLOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 
©. W. FREMANTLE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 18, 
‘Suex Canal Company to Lieutenant-General Sir J. Stokes. 


M. le Vice Président, Paris, le 20 Mars, 1899, 
COMME suite nos communications antérieures ct aux renseignements que 
a Yobligeancs de nous fournir déji sur In question du mesurage des 
"pope; jai Vhonneur de vous adrosser, sous ce pli, te 
copie d'une nouvelle lettre (du 4 Mars courant, avec trois annexes) que nous 
venons de recevoir de M. le Chef du Transit sur le méme sujet. 
Je vous serais tris obligé de communiquer, si vous le juger & propos, cette nouvelle 
lettre au Board of Trade. 
Veuillez, &e. 


Le Directeur, 
(Signé) TROUVILLE. 


(2555) 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 
M. Ripert to Prince a Arenberg. 


M. le Président, Iemaitia, le 4 Mars, 1589. 

SAL Vhonneur de sigualer 4 notre Direction les faits suivants relatifs aux navires 
Anglais“ Astra,” “ Harperoy,” of Dongola.” 

Le steam-ship “Astrea” (trunk-ship), stest présenté & Port Said pour transit 
Je 26 Janvier dernier, oe ae ee 

1 nous a produit un certifea spécial déiveé le-17 Décombre, 1908, 

‘ous trouverez ci-joint un croquis du “bridge” de ec navi jet j'ai 
observations h vous présonter. ee 

‘Les jaugeurs Anglais ont compris dans le tonnage les espaces désigné 
suits “Forward Trunk,” Mish DR ECAR I | EE 

Is n’ont pas mesuré, sanf les deax “ side-houses” qui y sont inclus, les des 
capucen AB CD constituant en ralité lo bridge” do ce navive, aoe 
doa bride" forme A avant par deux ports on ferP of Pot posse Tariéve 

ux ouvertures F ot munies «le coulisseaux en fer dont la haute e dépasse 
la moitié de In hautour do ouverture, ah nan lon 

En ne mesurant pas cet espace les jangewrs Anglais se sont conformés aux 
prescriptions do la Cirealaire du 4 Novembre, 1897, puisque, comme je vous lai dit, lex 
coulisseanx ne dépassent pas In moitié des ouvertures 

Quand le naviry s'est présenté & Port Sald, nous avons constaté que Von avait 
installé dans Jes coulisseaux dos ouvertures F et F', des madriers disposés comme 
Vindique le croq ci-joint, sur lequel les coulisseaux sont teintés en bleu et les 
bay ee on ae Ae ea » solidement maintenus par les coulisseaux 
forment un cadre sur loquel il est facile de clouer ou visser des ‘hes: 
totaloment les oRreores . oe 

Tes armatours ou lo capitaine de ‘“1'Astrea" ont done ord, apres In. détivmuce 
du certifient, spécial, um mole de fermetare permettant de mettre tris facilemont i 
Yabri des intempéries de In met les marchandises qui pouveat dtee places dans l'espace 
‘vin6, commo lo prouve du reste Ie fait Iui-mémo, puixque les espaces A BC D étaient 
romplis do chirbon, Test vrai quan moment ot le navire s'est présenté les ouver- 
tures F ot F* n’ét pas fermées ot les ouvertures E ot E* V'étaiont seulement par 
dos planches places jusqu’s la moitié de la hauteur et maintenues par le eharbon 
Ini-méme, 

‘Lo steamship “ Harperley™ s'est présenté A Suez pour transiter le 7 Pévrier 
dernier. 

A son passage précédent du nord, les ouvertures nrriére du bridge” Pet P* étaient 
munios do coulisseaux nn dépassont pas In moitié de la hauteur de Youverture, Nos 
‘agents ont constats qui ce voyage, des montants en fer pereés de trons pour boulons 
talent Gt plaoés audessus des Goullsscaux et les prolongeaient ainsi sur toute Is 
hautour de Vouverture (voir eroquis ci-joint.) 

En outry i Vavant des **side-houses " servant de logement aux affioiers, aux. points 
marqués Bi et I’, des coulisseaux de 5 pieds 2 de hauteur ont été installés. Ts sont 
somblablos comme forme ot comme travail 4 ceux qui limitent les onvertures arriére. 
Ti no déboulonnent facilement ot le eapitaine, dis V'arrivée de nos agents A bord et 
avant toute remnrque, a donné Vordre de les enlever ainsi que les montants en fer, 
afin, n-tril.dit dm trouver en ttyl avec Tes instructions du Board of Trade 

Le “bridge spaco” était vide su moment du passage par le Canal, mais ayait conte 
du charbon dans Yespace B DE E’ et avait été forms en BE par des plnsches 
nhumérotos qui se trouvaient encore sur le pont. Nous ne avons yas taxé. Il est 
fermé i Vavant par des portes en fer Le certifieat de co navire est du 8 Janvier, 1808, 

La Dongola” set pritenté pour transite le 7 Péyrier, 1890 

A son passage du nord les ouvertures du poop" et du “ bridge” n'ayaient ni 
hiloires ni coutisseaux. om eng 

_ Au passage du 7 Février dernier, ces ouvertures présentaient les caractires 
suivants — 

1, Celle du “ poop” est munie de coulisseaux sur toute Ia hauteur } triborl et 
de 6 pieds 1 4 babord. La hauteur de l'onverture est de 7 pieds et de 5 pels do 
Inrgeur. 

Le“ poop” était entidrement clos par des planches peintes ct numérotées ; il était 
rapide matchandises; nous Tavens tad. . soe 


n 


2. Le“ bridge” dont Ia hauteur est de7 pieds, a en également ses overtures munies 
de coulisseaux de 6 pieds 5, dans lesquols étaient plaoées des planches semblables 4 
celles du * poop.” 

Tl contenait également des marchaniises et nous avons taxé. 

Tl est facile de se convaincre par Yexamen de ces coulisseanx quills ont été 
constrnits par les moyens du bord; ils sont néanmoins solidement fixés, peints de In 
couleur du" bridge” et du" poop” et présentent tous lex caractires d'une installation 
permanente. 

‘Nous avons lies toutefois de supposer que si le eapitaine n'a pas de marchandises 
Ay mettre, A son prochain voyage, il les aura fait disparattre. 

Te certifieat de ce navire est du 6 Juin, 1808. 

Les faits que je vous sigoale aujourd'hui, celui qui n fait Yobjet de ma lettre 
du 7 Janvier demier, relative an “Foreland,” les observations faites ih bord 
par nos agents de mesurage, nous démontre quo les armateurs pourront toujours 
Thstaller sur les navires des moyens de fermeture qui, tout en n’étant pas toujours des 
hiloires on des coulisseanx, n'en permettent pas moins de clore tout aussi facilement 
les ouvertures et justifient pleinement la taxation au méme titre que les installations 
visées par l¢ Boant of ‘Trade. 

Ti sera done, i notre avis, toujours trés difficile, sinon impossible, d’arriver h une 
réaction, pour les regles de mesurage des espaces faciles i clore telles que les inté- 
ressés ne trouvent jas moyen d’éluder le réglement qui serait ddicté, en en respeotant 
la lettre, mais en en violant ouvertement esprit, 

Si notre Administration jugeait utile de roprondro avec le Board of ‘Trade 
la question des espaces qui‘ nous occupent, en lui signalant los trois cas de 
sy Nstrea,”" du Harperley," et du“ Dongola,” ot quielle désire faire connattee mon 
avis porsounel, ole pourrait le présenter comme suit =— 

Lo Board of ‘Tmde a admis, et nous partagoons complitemnnt sa manidre de voir, 
que existence d’biloires sculs, d’hiloires aveo surbaux, ou de eoulisentx ayant plus de 
th moitié de Vouverture comme hauteur, dans les ouvertures d'un espace, rendent cet 
‘espnee facile A clore et entratnent In taxation. 

La définition ext waflisante ct n’entralnora pax de és dans T'application. 

Mais toutes les fois qu'il agit d'autres installations, quiil sor toujours 

, sinon impossible, de préciser suflamment pour en faire un rigloment co 

‘on doit ontondre par les mots " fuciloment closes” de Ia Note dex Principes 

des niglos do jaugeago rocotmandées par In Commission de Constantinople 

et que Yon devrait abandonner toute idéo de prendre ces mots " faciles & clore * eomme 
dase d'un Raglement. 

Diautre part, je suis davis quo les mots suivants de la mime note, “et rondues 
ainsi mieux appropriGes au transport des paseagers ot des marchandises,” peuvent nous 
servir pour alopter une rdsle plus faclle A mppliquer ai nous aimottons que toutes les 
fois quil y a.des marchnndises dans un espace non mesuré, nous pouvons considérer 
cot expace comme approprié su transport do la marehandise; nos nous trouvons en 
‘effet, bn présence d'un fait facile A constatar ot dont la constatation no pout amence 
mcune divergence d'interprétation. En conséquence, si nt do Ia 
marchaniise, nous admettrons sans autro rechierche quill est approprié pour le transport 
de cette marchandiso et nous le taxerons. S'il n'en contient pas dans un de ces 
voyages subséquents, nous ne le taxerons pas, 

‘On pourrait en Conséquence adopter les regles s 

Le navire so présente muni d'un certifieat postérieur au 4 Novembre, 1897. 

(A, « « “bridge” ot “poop” dont les ouvertures sont munies de surhaux avec hiloires, 
hiloires Souls ou de conlissoaux dépassant la moitié de la hauteur de ouverture, La 
Yoard of ‘Trade considérant les espaces visés comme entrepoot, ils sont compris dans 
Je tonnage. Si cependant, comme dans les eas du * Dongola” ot du “ Harperloy,” les 
armateurs font installer des hiloires ou coulissesux apres In visite du Board of Trade, 
hous taxeruns ces espaces, qu’ils contiennent ou non de la marehandise. 

(B) . . Navire se présente ayant les espaces visés munis ou aon d'installations 

ttant de clore facilement, mais en tous cas non prévues par ta Circulaire du 
T Novembre, 1807. 


“Ne taxer que lorsque l'espace contient de la marchand 
Il résulte, tant des observations faites en pues de nos nits par les capitaines 


des navires sur lesquels nous avons taxé des 
relovées dans les différentes réclamations qui nous ont été 2 gue 
Seraient irs satisfaits de cette manitre dopézer, t je eois pouroir a 
Stait appliquée, nous n'aurions jamais de réclamations. 


ridges ” ct des " poops,” que de elles 
les armateurs: 
or que si clle 
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On pent objecter, il est vrai, que nos propositions ne sont pas conformes & I'esprit 
de In Ragle de Constantinople, mais elles auraient Vavantage de donner satisfaction & 
nos clients, tout en sauvegardant les intéréts de notre Compagnie, ce qui nous parait 
une raison suffisante et majeure pour qu’elles soient adoptées. 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Pour le Chef du Service du Transit), 
(Signé) RIPERT, 


P.S.—Depuis que cette lottre est préparée nos agents ont eu Moceasion de 
constater sur plusieurs navires d'autres moyens de fermeture qui, comme coux du 
“Dongola,” de “I'Astrea,” et dn “Harperley,” tout en ne rentrant pas dans ceux 
pee par la Circulaire du Board of Trade, ne permettent pas moins de clore 

ilement et complitement les espaces visés. 


No. 14. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April \3.) 


(No.7. Commercial.) 
fy Lord, Paris, April 12, 1899. 
WE have the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a letter 
addressed by the resident Director in Puris to the Secretary of the Treasury, giving 
the market value at the 31st March Inst of the S al shares held by Her 
Majesty's Government, 
We have, &e. 
(For the British Directors), 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE. 


Tnelosure in No. 14. 
Mr. Austin Lee to Treasury, 


April 2, 1809, 

WITH reference to my lettor of the 2nd April, 1898, I beg to inform you 

that the market value at the Sist March last of the shares and “actions de 

jouissance” held by Her Majesty’s Government in the Suez Canal Company 

w: 

Fee 
172,826 capil waren at 3789 fr B00... ww BR,RNT.ITT 0 
276 * detlons de joutaance,” st 3,008 fe T1a40880 00 


TOA Te ery ok aac 


being equivalent, at the exchange of 25 fr. 15 c, to 26,450,058l,, as against a value 
of 24,485,080/. on the 81st March, 1898, 


Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) H, AUSTIN LEB. 


No. 15. 
Sir J. Stokes to Foreign Office —(Received April 18.) 


My dear Sir Thomas, Spring House, Ewell, Surrey, April +, 1899. 
THE time bas again come round when | have to ask you to bring under the 
notice of the Secretary of State the conditions of my tenure of office as Director of 
the Suez Canal Company on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government. 
‘The last prolongation of my services in this capacity extends to the 17th June 
next. 
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T believe that the reasons which led to my services being retained from year to 
year still exist in all their force, and my heaith and strength still eoable’ me to 
make the necessary journeys. 

I therefore venture to hope that the Marquess of Salisbary may be pleased to 
recommend my further retention of my present position. 

Tam, te. 
(Signed) J. SDOKES, 





No. 16, 
Foreign Office 10 Treasury. 


Bir, Foreign Office, April 21, 1809. 

BY your letter of the 13th May last, the Lords Commissioners ot Her Majesty's 
‘Treasury intimated their approval of the pruposal that Sir John Stokes should continue to 
hold the appoiutmeat of Director of the Suez Canal Company for anuther year, 

‘That period will expire on the 17th June next. 

1 am now directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit herewith, to be laid 
before the Lords Commissioners, a copy of a letter (roni Sir John Stokes,® requesting that 
the term of his services may be further extende!. 

In view of the valuable services rendered by Sir J, Stokes, and of the fact that his 
position on the Board is one which a successor could hardly attain for x considerable 
period, I am to express the hope on the part of his Lordship that the Lords Commis- 
sioners will be able to sanction a further prolongation of the present arrangements, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. H, SANDERSON. 





No. 17. 
British Suex Comal Directors to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received April 24.) 


(No. 8. Commércial.) 
My Lord, Paris, Aprit 21, 1899, 
“WE' have the honour to report that at the last meeting of the Suez Canal 
Board the President, Prince d'Arenberg, stated that the Managing Committee had 
decided to recommend Baron de Coureel, the late French Ambassador in London 
‘and President of the Orleans Railway Company, and also the Vicomte Melchior 
de Vogié, Deputy, and momber ot the French Academy, to fill two places 
fon the Board, rendered vacant by the deaths of MM, Adolphe Peghoux and 
Desbridre. 

‘Another yacuncy bas occurred by the death of the Baron de Cators, « Belgian 
gentleman, who was placed on the Board by the late M. Ferdinand de Lesseps at 
the request of the King of the Belgians. In view, however, of the small interest 
Felginm possesses cither in the property or traffic of the Suez Canal, the President 

propose that the vacancy shall be filed by the election of a Belgian, butit is 
ion to suggest the appointment for the frst time of a German Admit 
to represent the interests of the German shipping passing through the Canal, w 
is already very considerable and rapidly increasing in amount; and w 
that he has already communicated privately with the German Ambassador, Count 
Minster, upon the subject. 
We have, &e. 
Si J. STOKI 
a: H. AUSTIN LEE. 
. W. FREMANTLE. 








sty 


No. 18. 


British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 3.) 


(No. 10, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 1, 1890. 

WE have tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch 
No, 5, Commercial, of the 18th March, inclosing a copy of letter from the Board of 
‘Trade of the 14th of that month, expressing the wish that we should still lay before 
the Suez Canal Company the proposal that a chango should be made in the Rules for 
measuring the tounage of vessels passing through the Canal, although the Board do 
not prest for tho changes being made. 

Tn our previous correspondence we have pointed out that the origina! proposal of 
the Board of ‘Trade that the measurement of tonnage for the Suez Canal certificate 
should be made according to the Rules now in foree for British vessels is deserving of 
most, consideration, but that it cannot be carried out without the formal consent 
of all the Powers who took part in the International Tonnage Commission assembled 
at Constantinople in 1873, and without the consent of the Sublime Porte in parti- 
cular. Tt in quite true that since that date such vory great modifications have been 
made in the consteuction of ships that the Rules then Inid down for measwring them 
are obsolete and not oven capable of literal application ; but the only way to arrive at 

end desired is by bringing together an international body of experts, who shall 

mpowered to make such recommendations for the alteration of the Rules as shall 
make them moro applicable to the present construction of vessels. 

Wo are of opinion, therefore, that this enggestion should be considered by the 
Board of Trade: nd we would submit that it is not expedient to made the commu- 
nication proposed to the Company until the opinions of the Powers interested have 
first boon elicitated. 


J, STOKES. 
Hi. AUSTIN LEE. 
©. W. FREMA 


Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received May 3.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, May 2, 1899. 
IN reply to Mr. Brodrich's letter of the 21st ultimo, { am directed by the Lords 
Commiskioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to request you to inform the Marquess of 
Salisbury that, in view of his recommendation, they approve of the proposal that 
Sir J. Stokes should continue to hold the appointment of Director of the Suez Cana! for a 
further year, viz. until the 17th June, 1900. 
1 aw, Se 
(Signed) E. W. HAMILTON, 


a ee ae ir eS 
No. 20. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office—( Received May 5.) 


Board of Trade, May 2, 1800. 
ys the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
transmitting, by direetion of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
for the observations of this Department, a despateb, and its inclosures, from the British 
Directors of the Suez Canal Company with reference to the mensuremeut of the bridge 
and poop spaces of British vessels in connection with the payment of dues on passing 
through the Canal. 
in reply, Lam to state, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, that the 
proposals made in the letter from the Principal Transit Officer of the Canal, which 
necotnpanied the despatch from the British Directors, have received 
and that the Hoard of Trade have-no objection to raise to the operatio 


1 


for the measurement and taxation of the poops and bridge spaces of 

hh subsequently to the issue of the special tonnage certificate by this Depart- 

ment, have been fitted with coamings or with grooves for the reception of planks to. more 
than the height of the openings. 

As regards Rule (B), which reads as follow 

vessel arriving with the spaces in question, provided or not with fittings per- 
of their being easily closed, but ia any ease uot with those indicated in the 
s 4th November, 2897, shall only be taxed for these spnces when they 
contain merehandize.” 

"The Bound of ‘Trade desire me to point out that, according to clause 1 of the General 
Principles of the Constantinople Rules, a space on the upper deck which is not closed in, 
and canpot be easily closed in, is not to be included in the tonnage, and it seems clear that 
any cargo contained in a bridge of a poop, the openings of which are wot fitted with 

ings o with grooves for the reception of planks to more than half there height, and 
therefore is not n closed in space, or one casily closed in, is “deck cargo,” or a “deck 
load,” which, according to clause 2 of the Rules, is not to be comprised in the measure 
ment. 

in these circumstances, the Board fail to see how they can agree to the propose 
Rule (B) quoted above, which seems to provide for including in the tonnage spaces that 
cannot be easily closed in, and for taxing deck loads, neither of which provisions is in 
accordance with the genoral principles Inid down in the Constantinople Rules, 

Tam, however, to state that, in the opinion of the Board of ‘Trade, if the course 
proposed were in strict accordance with the Laternational Rules, it would probably condace 
to simplicity, and would afford a good solution of the difficulty in dealing with these 
spaces. 

PsThe Board desire me to suggest, for his Lordship's consideration, that the views 
expressed above may be communicated to the British Directors of the Suez Canal 
Company. 

re Lam, &, 

(Signed) WALTER J. HOWELL, 


No. 21. 

Foreign Office to Sir J. Stoker. 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 5, 1800, 
IN reply to your letter of the 4th ultimo, Lam directed by the Marquess of Salis 
bury to inform you that a letter has been received from the ‘Treasury stating that the 
Lords Commiasioners approve of your proposal that you should continue to hold the 
appoiotment of Director of the Suez Canal for a further year, vix., until the 17th Jone, 
1900, 


Tam, &e, 
Signed)’ T. H. SANDERSON. 


Sir J. Stoker to the Marquees of Satixhury—(Received May 8.) 


Syed 13, Lansdown Place Kast, Bath, May 7, 1890. 

T HAVE the hooour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Martin Gosselin’s despateh 
of the 5th instant, and desire to be allowed to express to your Lordship my thanks for the 
continuance of my tenure of the appointment of Director of the Suez Canal Company for 
a farther year, viz., until the 17th June, 1900. 

T have, &, 
(Signed) J, STOKES. 


eee eh 
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No, 28. 
Foreign Office to British Suez Canal Directors. 


(No. 6. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreii Office, May 8, 1899. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 6, Commercial, of the 11th ultimo, I am 
directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you, for your information and 
guidance, copy of a letter from the Board of Trade on the subject of the measurement 
of the bridge and poop spaces of British vessels passing through the Suez Canal.* 

Tam, é 
(Signed) T. Il. SANDERSON 





No. 24. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Foreign Office, May 31, 1899. 
TAM directed by tho Marquess of Salisbury to state that he has ‘been informed by 
ish Directors on the Council of the Suez Canal Company, that the annual general 
mecting of the shareholders will take place on the Gth proximo, nod Lam to request, with 
1a view to the representation of Her Majesty's Government at this meeting, that you will 
move the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to cavso his Lordship to be 
hed with the usual certificate, stating that the shares purchased by Great Britain 

still remain in the possession of Her Majesty's Government. 

Yam, &, 
(Signed) MARTIN GOSSELIN, 


No. 25. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 1.) 


a ‘ommercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 24, 1899. 

WE ‘have the honour to report that Tuesday, the 6th June, is the date fixed for the 
Annual General Meeting of the sharebolders of the Suez Canal Company. 

Tn order that Her Majesty's Government may bo represented at this meeting, we have 
to request that we may be provided with the usual certificate from the Permanent Secretary 
of Her Majesty's Treasury, stating that the Sucx Canal shares purchased by Great Britain 
still remain in the possession of Her Majesty's Government. 

‘We shall bo glad to receive this certificate with as little delay as possible 

We bog, farther, to request that the usual instructions may be sent to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of Erabassy in the event of his being nominated to act ax the Representative of 
Her Majesty's Government. 

We havo, &o. 
(Bor the British Directors), 
(Signed) 


No. 26. 
The Marqness of Salishury to Sir B. Monson. 


(No. 103. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 1, 1809. 
LAM informed by the British Directors on the Council of the Suez Canal Company, 
that the snoual general meeting of the shareholders of that Company will take place oa 
the 6th instant. 
It ie the desire of Her Majesty's Goveenment that the Secretary to Her Majesty's 
Embassy, or, in his absence, the Senior Sceand Secretary shoald attend the mecting to 


* No. 20. 


Mr. Austin Lee to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received May 31.) 


{Commereial.) 
(Telographic.) Paris, May 81, 1890 
URGENT general mecting Suez Canal Company next Tuesday. Please send 
usual instructions. 
See British Directors No. 12 of 23x May, 1898. 








Ww 


represent them as on former occasions, and I have to request your Excellency to give the 
necessary instructions to Mr. Herbert or to Mr. Lister. 

T inclose certificate under the hand of the Permanent Secretary of the Treasury 
to the effect that the shares of the Suez Canal Company purchased by Great Britain, or 
the deposit. tes issued in licu of the drawn shares, still remain in the possession 
of Her Majesty's Government. 

This document should be produced at the office of the Suez Canal Company five 
clear days before the date fixed for the annual general meeting. 

In this connection 1 have to call your Excellency’s attention to the fact that the 
despatch (No. 11, Commercial) in which the British Suez Canal Directors reported the 
immineoce of the annual general meeting, although dated the 24th ultimo, only reached 

eign Office to-day. 
Lam, &c. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 37. 


‘Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Neceived June 2.) 


Sir, ‘Trearury Chambers, June 2, 1890. 
AS requested in your letter of the 3ist ultimo, 1 am directed by the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty's Trensury to transmit herewith, to be Inid before the Secretary 
of State, the accompanying certificate, signed by their Loriship’s Permanent Secretary, as 
to the continued potsession of Suez Canal shares by Her Majes 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) 





No. 28, 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received June 3.) 


(No. 12. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 24, 1899. 

WE’ have the honour to inform your Lordship that at the Council of the Suez 
Canal Company held this day, it wns eeported that the receipts for last year amounted 
to 87,900,224 fr. 99 c,, and the expenses to 39,116,436 fr. 60-c., leaving 9 nett profit of 
48,789,818 fr. 39 ©. 

It is proposed to declare a dividend with interest of 107 fr. 747 c. gross, equivalent, 
with taxes deducted, to 100 fr. nett, This will absorb 40,618,028 fr. 17 c., leaving a 
balance of 2,171,790 fr. 22 c., of which 1,468,094 fr, 55. will be placed to the reserve 
fund, together with a farther sum of 708,095 fr. 67 ©., which was the amount taken 
from the fund last year, ns reported in our despatch No, 13, Commercial, of the 
Brd May, 1898, in order to give a nett dividend of 90 f., and which will now be 
repaid 

PMOf the dividend now proposed to be allotted, an instalment of 27 fe. 60 ¢ gross, 
and 26 fr. 73 c. nett, was distribated on the Ist January last, which, together with 
the interest for 1808, paid in July and January last, amounting to 25 fr. gross, aud 
19 f. 662 c. nett, leaves a balance of 55 fe. 247 e. gross and G3 fr. 708 €. nett dividend 
available for distribution on the Ist July next. 

To these latter amounts will be added the half-year's interest for 1899, viz., 12 fr 
gross and 9 fr. 537 ¢. nett, s0 that the total eum payable will be 67 fr. 747 . gross and 
63 fr. 245 c. nett per capital share of 600 fr. 

‘As, however, Her Majesty's Government receive the gross amount without deduction 
of taxes, the sum receivable by them will be 11,017,055 fr. 694 c, made up as 
follows :— 

Fr. 


28 capital shares at OT fe. 7476 sae MOBS 
at BS fe Te... DON © ‘pogera 


11,917,006 94 


¥ 





1B 


The nett profits will be distributed to the shareholders, e., in accordance with 
Article 63 of the Statutes in the following proportions :— 

Fr. 
71 percent tothe shareholders. es 35,008,800 65 
6 wm Eayptisn Government si 
10 


(Signed) J, STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LER. 
C. W. FREMANTLE. 





No. 29. 


British Svex Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 7.) 


(No. 13. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Paris, June 5, 1899. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Martin Gosselin’s despatch 

No. 6, Commercial, of the 8th ultimo, transmitting, for our information and guidance, a 

letter from the Board of Trde.on the subject of a proposal by the Principal Transit 

Officer of the Suez Canal, under which certain spaces ould Be incladed ia tbe taxable 


age, though not eoming within the strict definition of the instructions 
veyors couceraing * covered and closed spaces. 

The Board of rade took exception to the proposed Rule (B), beeause it would make 
deck cargo tonnage dues in direct contravention to the Rules laid down by the International 
‘Tonnage Commission, which met at Constantinople in 1873. 

Sir Joho Stokes called upon the Assistant Secretary of the Marine Department at the 


Bourd of Trude, und suggested that by the omission of the two words “or not” from the 
proposed Rate (B), the contravention noted would be avoided, 

‘The Bourd of Trade bad approved of the course proposed, if it were in strict 
cordance with the International Rules, and therefore concurred’ in the suggestion of 
Sir Jolin Stokes, 

We have, therefore, reptied to the Suez Canal Company in the terms of the inclosed 
lotter, which we trust will meet with your Lordship's approval as having followed the 
guidance of the Board of ‘Trade. 

We havo, &e. 
(Signed) STOKES. 
HL AUSTIN LEE. 
©. W. PREMANTLE. 


Tnelosure in No. 29. 
British Suez Canal Directors to Prince d' Arenberg. 


M. le Président, Paria, June 5, 1809. 

WE have received from the Director of the Suez Canal Company a Memorandum 
from the Chief Transit Officer, in which he pointed out how, in spite of the explicit 
inttructions of tho Board of Trade to the Surveyors of Tonnage, ship-owners and captains 
cotitrive by various ingenious devices to evade the definitions of “closed and covered in™ 
paces, and proposed certain Rules that should be adopted for avoiding in future both loss 
‘to the Company and friction with their clients. 

‘The Rules accepted, first by Role (A), the tonnage of vessels that came under the 
‘existing definitions of these spaces, 

Rule (B) provided that “‘a vessel arriving with the spaces in question, provided, or not, 
with fittings: permitting of their being easily closed, but in any case not with those 
sndicated in the Circular of the 4th November, 1897, shall only be taxed for the 
when they contain merchandise.’ 
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1c Board of Trade have pointed out that according to Clause 1 of the General 

Pringles Bethe Constantinople Reales, « space on the upper deck which is not closed ny 
and cannot be eal closed in, isnot to be included in the tonnage, and that it seems clear 
that any cargo contained in a bridge or a poop, the openings of which are not fitted wit! 
coamings or with grooves for the reception of planks to more than half their height, and 
therefore isnot = close-in space, or one ely closed, covers deck. cargo” oF a deck 

which, ing to Clause 2 of Rules, is not to be comprised. 
tae p Bsc from the principles of the Constantinople Rules would be met by the 
‘mmission from Rule (B) of the two words or not,” which we liave underlinod.® 

With this omission made, we are authorized to accept M. Filliet's proposal, which 
rill probably conduce fo simplicity, and alford a good solution of the didiculty in dealing 
With these spaces which now exist. 


CHARLES FREMANTLE. 


OO 


Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 


Sis eee Office, June 12, 1898. 
+ VUTH reference to your letter of the nd oltime, 1 am directed by the Marquess of 
Salisbury to transmit to you borewith, to be laid before the Board of Trade, copy of 
ee rom the Brith Directors ‘of the Suez Canal Companyt respecting certain 
coaches ‘dues to be levied in the Canal, and to inquire whether the Board concur in the 
‘action of the British Directors being approved, ee 
(Signed) | MARTIN GOSSELIN. 


No. 81. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received June 14.) 


Gin 16, Comune) Paris, June 6, 1899. 
. 


FE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of letter 
sade ne the eoretuy ofthe Treasury by Bt. Autin Lee Resident Director in Pars 
‘Gtk regard to the suins due for dividend and ioterext on the Ist July next in respect of the 
Sex Canal shares the property of Her Majesty Government, 

(For the British Directors), 
(Signed) HH. AUSTIN LEE. 


Inclosure in No. 31. 
‘Mr. Austin Lee to Treasury. 


Paris, June 6, 1899, 

* TN accordance with the arrangements laid dows in the Treasury Minute of the 
13th ee 1894, I have the honour to itform’ you that the balance at aividen for 
1898, due and payable on the Ist July next in respect of the shaves and atoos de 
eerenes of the Suee Cinal Company belonging to Her Majesty's Government, will be 
$7756,730 fr. 694c. To this will be added the balf-year’s interest on the capital shares 
daly, at 12 fe. SOc. per share, amounting to 2,160,325 fr. 


© In itlica No.2. 
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‘The total sum receivable by Her Majesty's Government will therefore be 
11,917,055 fr. 694 ¢., made up as follows :-— 


Balance of dividend for 1848 on 172/526 capital shares ot 55 fe. 247 « 
Visto on 8,776 “ actions de joaiseanoe” at 85% 27 sn 


758,730 094 
Halt your's intert6 160,325 000 


‘Toul ‘ - ae NSIT 058 08 


This amount will be remitted to Messrs. Rothschild, for payment to Her Majesty's 
Government, on the Ist July next, and I shall be glad to receive in due course the receipts 
in the forms presoribed, for transinission to the Suez Canal Company, which are herewith 
inclosed for your signature. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE, 


——— a ee 
No. 32. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received June 17.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, June 16, 1899. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant, transmitting, by direction of the Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of a despatch 
from the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company, respecting certain tonnage dues to 
be levied in the Canal, and inquiring whether this Department concur in the action of the 
British Directors being approved. 

In reply Iam to state, for Lord Salisbury’s information, that the Board of Trade 
concur in the suggestion that the action of the British Directors, as reported in their 
despatch, should be approved, 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) WALTER J. HOWELL. 


— 
No, 33. 


Foreign Office to British Suez Canal Directors, 


(No. 7. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 21, 1899. 
TAM direetod by the Marquess of Salisbury to inform you that his Lordship 
‘the terms of the note addressed by you to the President of the Suez Canal Company, of 
which a copy wos inclosed in your despatch No. 13, Commercial, of the Sth instant, 
respecting the omission of certain words in the proposed Rule (B). 
Tam, &e, 
MARTIN GOSSELIN. 


a 


British Sues Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received June 28.) 


(No. 10. Commercial.) 
iy Lord, Paris, June 7, 1809. 

WE have the honour to report that the accounts of the Suez Canal Company for 
the year 1898, which were examined and passed at a meeting of the Finance Committes 
held on the 24th ultimo, were approved at a meeting of the Council held on the same 
day, and subsequently by the sharcholders at the general mecting, which took place on 
the Oth instant. 

‘The financial results of the year are shown in the inclosed Statement of receipts and 
expenditure for the years 1896, 1897, and 1898. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the figures for the year 1898 are eminently satis. 
factory. ‘The total receipts amounted to 87,900,254 fr. as against the 76,607,029 fr. in 





1807, showing an incese of 12.29,2955:-—the reps for tonage dace pon vole 
n h the Canal and other transit charges having amounted to. $5,290,054 fr. 

2 the precedinz year. The revenue of 1898, therefore, hu 

sang year lose te opening ofthe : 
< s f Darabisal petitions of the Com any, hich 
oft of 1,39 6 fr. ws against 1, 36 fr.in 1897. The n ue letived 
J Pett tone ad fom the temeny om Port Salto Tain wan also in xeos 
on t a ti prec g year. e amount received on account of the Domain 
Particalion’” and'the various Receipts” do not differ materially from the figures for 


total expenditure amounted to 24,464,268 fr, or almost the same sum as in 


‘The loan charges were 16,211,240 fr, as against 16,268,671 fr. in the preceding 
"A decrease of 31,276 fr. is shown in connection with the Central Adiinisteatonj 
Parig, but the expemses of the Agency in Cairo shows an inorense of 213176. fr 
‘owing to the arrangement made for pl under Agency” all legal charges and 
sanitary expenditure in Pgypt, expenses which had hitherto been distributed amongs 
ther beads. ie: 
ce Tere bas been decrease the head of Tranyit” amounting 
to 81,475 fr., but an increase of 77 Domain Particulier," owin 
ceasity of eifecting important repairs of buildings, on 
meee axpenditire Ga the waterworks of Port Sala and Tora, aud those of Sues, 
shows an increase of $8,363 fr, party recouped by increased receipts, while the tramway 
from Port the working expenses were 26,436 fr. in excess 
th 07, owing to an increased train service, earned 52,870 fr. more than in 
was effected, the 


3, fr, in tho preceding 
expenditure 


YF The gros profit of the year, 1698, us shown above, having been 87,906,254 fry 


g expenses, the 
m remaining for distribution after making allowance for working expenses, 
sinking | nd (with repayment to the sum of 708,096 fr, taken from it f dividend 


in 1897), togetizer with a sum of 2,861,744 fr. for the renewal and “amortissement " of 


material, amounted to 46,018,028 fr. a 
‘mate iie stn has boca allotted as follows in accordance with Article 


Statutes :— 


Ti per evot, tw the sharvholders — 
* tian Goversinest 
10 

2 
a 


We have, ay MOKE 
gue |. STOKES. 
Signed) AUSTIN LE 
©. W. FREMANTLE. 





oz Canal Company for the years 1896, 1897, and 1898, 
n the years 1897 and 1898 


Srarestest sh 











No. 35. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received June 29.) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, June 27, 1899. 
WITH reference to your communication of the 13th instant, inclosing a printed 
copy of correspondence. relating to matters connected with the Sucz Gana, 1 am com 
sed by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will inform the 
Secretar State that the rules suggested by the British Directors to meet the 
P sh ship-owners to evade payment of dues on closed spaces, would, in 
their opinion, work fairly. 
to point out, in regan to the case of the steam-ship * Harper! 
that the n ingenious encroachment of the sbip-own 
as supposed, . © ne orders of the Transport Departinent to enable 
the veel to carry the whole of the sections of the shallow-draft steamers for Chins 
the separation of which would have led to serious inconvenience to the public service 
Lam, & 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





No. 36. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office —{Received June 30.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, June 28, 1899. 
1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to ndeert to your letter of the Sth ultimo, 
transmitting, by direction of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 9 oopy of a 
Ucepatch from the British Directors of the Suez Casual Company, in which they point out 
before communicating to the Company the proposal to alter the mode of measuring 
, Canal special tonnage certificates, as ruggested by the Chamber of 
nine of the United Kingdom, it would be expedient to elicit the opinions of the Powers 
ted in the matter 
Ts, Fam to forward to you, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, a 
which the Board of ‘Trade addressed to the Chamber of Shipping on this 
oct, together with a copy of a reply which has been received, from which you will 
Sbenrve that the Chamber has passed a Resolution to the effect that the proposed alter 
in the rale surement should be brought to the notice of the Powers interested. 
Tho Board of Trade desire me to suggest, for his Lordship's consideration, that the 
course proposed by the Chamber of Shipping might be adopted. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) WALTER J. HOWELL. 


———————ee 
Inclosure 1 in No, 96 
Board of Trade to Chamber of Shipping af the United Kingdom. 


Sir, Board of Trade, May 18, 1800, 

1 AM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to advert to your letter of the 7th October 
ast, forwarding & copy of a Resolution passed by the Chimber of Shipping of the United 
Kio: shoulll be made to induce the Directors of the Suet 
Canal Company t same method of measurement for gross tonnage, and the 
game deductions for the erew and other spaces, except for the space occupied by the 
propelling power are at present in operation in this country under the 
- Merchant Shipping Act, 1804.” 

In to state, for the information of the Chamber of Shipping, that. the 
Boar A mnnication through the Foreign Office with the British 
Direc i ‘aal Company on this subject, and that in a despatch recently 
received fre ¥ point out that the present method of measuring vessels for Suez 
Canal special tonnage certificates wos the outeome of the Intemational Tonnage Com- 
tcission which assembled at Constantinople in 1873, and that no alteration in this method, 








omy 


such as that suggested, could be made by the Suez Canal Company without the formal 

tol ths Fomes tht tok pat nat Comin. a wow the ome of 

The British Directors think, therefore, that it would be expedient and proper to 
elicit the opinions of the other Poners interested in this question before the proposal is 
Inid before the Sez Canal Company ice 

In these drewstanes the Hoan of Trude dese me to acquaint you with the 
present matter, and to inquire whether the Chamber of Shipping wish to 
Arar he proposal sheron of the sasem of ssurantt tobe adr the otber 
Powers, as suggested by the British Directors. ; 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER J. HOWELL. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 36. 
Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom to Board of Trade. 


. 5, Whittington Avenue, Leadenhall Street, London, 
pee June 2, 1899, 

1 BEG to inform you that your letter of the 13th ultimo, in which you state that 
tho present method of measuring vessels for Suet Canol special tonnage certificates was 
the outcome of the Tnternstionsl Tonnage Commission whieh assembled at Constanti- 
hople in 1873, and that no alteration ia this method, such as that sugsested by this 
Chamber, could be mude by the Suct Canal Company » ut the formal cons t of 
all the Powers who took part in that Commission, and without the consent of the Sublime 
Porte in pneticular, was ca considered by the Executive Council of this Chamber 
wt thei jut meeting, when they passed the subjoined Resolution, of which 1 was 
instructed to forward you a copy, and to request for the same the favourable conxidern- 
tion of the Board of Trndo:— ne : moot 

“That the Executive Counell of the Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdow 
Chamber and the Board of ‘Trade on the sa t of assis ting the method of tonnage 
measurement prctised by the Suez Company to that at present used in the United Ringdo 
under the provisions of “The Merchant Shipping Act, | id particularly having con- 
sidered the letter of the Assistant Secretary of the Iboand of ‘Trade, dated the 13th May 
lost, hereby resolves that this Chamber shall forthwith, through tbe Board of ‘Trade 
respectfully request Her Majesty's Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs to bring this 

portant matter under the notice of the Powers who took part in the International 
‘onnage Commission in 1873, iacluding the Sublime Porte, with the view, it possible, 
of scouring the concurrence in the desirable change and simplification in the method 
od entice of tonnage ineasurement which this Chamber desires to see carrie! 
hat the Secretary be instructed to forthwith take the necessary steps to give effect to 
this Resolution.” ae le eee 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) W. H. COOKE, Secretary, 





No. 87. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received July 8.) 


(Xo.17,, Commereal) 
My Lord, Paris, June 7, 1599, 
WE have the honour to report that the annual general meeting of the Suez Canal 
shareholders was held yesterday, at which Prince d’Areaberg, President of the Company, 
presirled. 3 
Mr, Herbert, Sceretary of Her Majesty Embassy, attended as the Representative of 
Hee Majetys Government, and sete at Sie atetie aeane ee 
ter the President had read to the meeting the Report of the Directors, inclosed i 
‘our despatch No. 14, Commercial, of the Gth instant, various questions were askel be 
shareholders with regard to the use of the French language and the education of the 





children of the employés on the Canal to the “ London programme,” and to the reported 
intention of the Boar’ to subdivide the shares. 

Tn reply to the first question, the President described the steps whieh had been taken 
by the Company for the education of the children of their employés und workmen. 
SLhools are now established in each of the stations on the Canal, and the children are 
taught reading, writing, and arithmetic. The schoolmistresses are also instructed to pey 
special attention to the health of the children, and ophthalmic diseases, which were formerly 
very prevalent among them, have now entirely disappeared, 

reply to the eustomnary protest against the * London programme,” the President 
stated that experience bad shown thet it had been a wise measure, and had contributed 
largely to promote the interests of the sharebolders, 

With regard to the farther reduction in the dues, for which the “programme” stipu 
lated, Prince d’Arenberg remarked that an ‘on the subject is premature, in view of 
the fact that until a dividend of 125 fr. per share is declared there can be no question of 
any reduction. 

Tn reply to the inquiry as to the truth of a recent aunouneement in the press that the 
Board hail decided to divide each of the Company's shares into five parts in order to make 

ketable, the President said that the report was cutirely unfounded, and 

fanimous in their opposition to such n proceeding, as it would be 

Ofno benefit to the shareholders, and would only tend to bring about specvlation in. the 

Shares, which, in the interests of the shareholders, it was desirable, ax fur as possible, 
to discourage. 

The following Resolutions were then put to the meeting and voted unani- 
mously — 

(@.) Approval of the Annual Report. 

(6) Approval of the Auditors’ Statement, 

{e) Approval of the proposed dividend, 

(a.) Appointment of the Auditors for the year 1809. 

{6}. Approval of the nomination of three new Administrators to replace three members 
of the Board deceased 

(f) Approval of the re-clection of four Administrators whose term of office had 
expire 

Pine inclose from the “Canal de Suez" the full report of the proceedings above 
referred to, 
We have, &, 
(Bigned) J. STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 
©. W. FREMANTLE, 


a 


No. 88. 


British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 12.) 


ge 18. Commercial.) 
iy Lord, 


pring Home Ewell, Surrey, July 6, 1899, 
IN continuation of our despatch No 16, Commercial, of the Oth June, 1898, we have 
the honour to inclose a statement of the moneys laid out on works of improvement on the 
Suez Caval to the Slst December, 1898, out of loans raised for this purpose. 

(Of the 112,798,125 fr. 72 ¢. obtained from these loans the sum 31 108;880,296 fr, 966. 
hhad been speat on the warks up to the Bist December, 1698, und « further sum of 
393,611 fr. 18 e. had been employed in keeping up the plant, making in all an expenditure 
oF 106,073,008 fr. 14-c. and leaving a balance of 6,724,217 fr. 58 c. available for the further 
improvement of the Canal. 

We have, &c, 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
©. W. FREMANTLE, 


‘ 
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Inclosure.in No. 38. 


Statement of Moneys expended on Works of Improvement in the Suez Canal in 1898. 


‘Travavx Nevrs. 


Brar récapitulatif des Dépenses faites jusqu’h fin 1898. 


Pour trovnux argisemant du Canal Maritime ot de enarartion da 
Canal d'Alimestaton sur Feopratt de 100 mils, e 

Le Gitmprant agent da rea 6 1885, 0 
de 1876, cf “ - “3 

Tota des remouree pour le traraux 
ie 1680 


rar récapitulatif des Dépenses dos Travaux neufs de 1856 & fin 1896. 


1_—Puavavx d’Améliorntion exéoutés en conformité de la Convention de 1876. 


IIL—Dérewses diverses. 





aan 














Bat pe 8 fread 


o,est.on8 Bo 











1. Drontar #Rlargasrment otf ppt 


Fee rweee 





état do resourer 


Lo Membro adjoint du Comité, 
(Signé) VOISIN BEY, 
Paris, te 20 Juin, 1809, 





No, 39. 
reign Office to Board of Trade. 


, Foreign Office, July 12, 180% 
WITH reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, Lam directed by the Marguess of 

risbury, to tranamnit herewith, to be Iaid before the Board of Trade, draft of a Circular 
respects the measurement of British ships for Saer Canal special tonnage cortificates,$ 
ere iis Lordship proposes to address to Her Majesty's Representatives in the conntriee 
Ts eeoments of which were represented at the International Conference held xt 


Constantinople in 1873 


Sir, 


we deer arc 
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Lam to request you to move the Boar! to inform Lord Salisbury whether they concur 
in the terms of the Circular in question. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘MARTIN GOSSELIN 





No, 40. 
British Suex Canal Directors to the Marquess of Sélishury.—(Received July 14.) 


(No. 19. Comsmescial,) 
Paris, July 12, 1899. 
have the honour to report that the French press state that the Russian Govern 
decided to reimburve to Rassian ships during a period of ten. years, as a bounty, 
the amount of the tonnage dues paid by them for transit through the Suez Canal. 
‘We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 
©. W. FREMANTLE. 


No, 41. 
Sir C. Fremantle to Foreign Office—(Receiced July 24.) 


: 12, Buckingham Palace Gardens, London, 
Sir, July 23, 1899. 

L HAVE the honourto acknowledge the receipt of Sir Martin Gosselin’s letter of the 
‘22nd instant, informing me that the Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury have consented 
to the continuance of my services as Director of the Suez Canal Company for two years, 
from the date of my attaining the age of 65, and I have to request that you will convey to 
the Marquess of Salisbury my sense of the consideration which his Lordship bas been 
Pleased to show me in recommending my retention beyond the usual ge for retirement, 

have, &e. 
(Signed) C, W, FREMANTLE. 


No, 42, 


Circular to Her Majeaty's Representatives abroad, 

(Commercial.) ee 

My Tord, 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 10, 1899. 

T'TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a letter addressed by the Chamber of Shipping 
of the United lm to the of ‘Trade, forwarding copy of a Resolution 
Fated by. that ody of representative shipowners respecting tho metanrement of 

itish ships for Suez Canal special tonnage certificates. 

It will be observed that the Chambor of Shipping desire that the system of 
measurement now in operation in this country, set forth fa"'The Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894," may be adopted for measuring vessels for Suez Canal tonnage certificates, 
‘With the exeeption that they do not suggest any alteration should be made in the 
prescnt method of caloulating for such certificates the allowance for space occupied by 


the propelling power of ships. 
San ties copy of & Memorandum embodying the views of the Board of 
‘Trade on the subject, together with a further Memorandum giving comparative Tables 
tonnage of three lines of mail-steamers measured under the present Rules of the 
British system of measurement as compared with the same vessels measured under the 
Constantinople Rules, for the special Sues certificate. 
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Since the assembling of the Constantinople Conference such very great modifica 
tions have been introduced into the construction of ships that the Rules then laid down 
for tonnage measurements haye become out of date, and do not even admit of literal 
application ; and the only way of arriving at the end desired is by bri together an 
international body of experts, who shall be empowered to muke such recommendations 
for the alteration of the Rules as shall bring them more into conformity with the 
present methods of construction. 

The proposal of the Board of ‘Trade involves more than a simple understanding 
with the Canal Company, ns it modifies a system of tonnage measurement artived at 
by au International Agreement, which must again be sought before any change ean 
be made. In 1860, when the Suez Canal was opened to navigation, the 
Company levied the dues authorized by their Concession for nearly thre 
net tonnage of vessels; but difficulties arose owing fo the Company announcing that 
from the ist July, 1872, the dues would be levied on the gross tonnay 

‘The Turkish Government, being appealed to both by the Maritime Powers whore 
vessels were affected by the serious increase of the dues, and by M.de Lesseps in 
Support of his rights, laid down that it belonged to His Majesty the Sultan alone to 
define the meaning of the Concession, and to say what was ‘the fonange on, which 
the dues should be levied, and the Powers by their subsoquent action admitted this 
claim. 

"The Porte, howevor, acknowlolged its want of competence to decide the technical 
question of tonnage in viow of tho geeat variety of systems adopted in diffaront 
countries for the measurement of vestols, and proposed the assembling of an Inter~ 
national Conference at Constantinople to establish an uniform systom of tonnage on 
whiel, the dues should be lovied. 

This Conference, after prolonged nogatiations, ut length mot in October 1873, 

‘The Porta, in its instructions to its Delegate, Edhom Pasha, who provided over 
tho Conference, reserved to itself the right to adopt the conclusions of the Conference 
and to regulate their opplication; and. in his Totter of the 9th December, 1873, 
Bdhom Pasha, the Turkish Foreign Minister repeated thie rosorve, while in tl 
Vizirial letters to the Khedive of January and Meteh 1874 the mode of application of 
these conclusions was Iaid down. 

‘Tho Final Arrangement in 1878 contained the following olause:— 

*Qa'auoune modification ne pourra &tre apportéo h Vavenir aux conditions do 
trausit, soit on co qui conccrne les droits do navigation, sott en oe qui concorne lex 
droits de remorquage, d'ancrage, de pilotage, &o., qu'avee T'asseutiment de In Sublime 
Porte, qui, de son cots, s‘enteudra & ce sujet avec les principalon Puinances intéressées, 
avant de prendre aucune détermination.” 

Te wal he ween, therefore, that— 

1, The Ports has maintained its right to establish the tonnage on which the Suoa 
Canal dues must be levied 5 

‘2, ‘That the Porte adopted as the tonnage measurement of Turkay that laid down 
by the Constantinople Rules; and 

% That the Porte prescribed to the Company the mode in which the dues wore to 
be levied, 

“The Suex Canal Company at first rofused to submit to this ruling, but when steps 
had been taken to compel, them by force to do so, they submitted undar protest. 

In 1876, after the purchase of the Khodive's shares by Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, a Convention was made with the Company under which the protests were with- 
drawn, and some changes wore made in the Agreement of 1873; but this was done, as 
provided above, with the assent of the Porte, after coming to an understanding with 
the principal Powers interested, 

Under the circumstances, 1 request that you will bring the matter under tho 
notice of the Government to which you are nccreditod, and that you will invite thelr 
concurrence in the view that the time has come when the Constantinople Rules should 
be revised for the purpose of simplifying, as far as possible, tho method and practice 
of the Saez Canal Company as regards founnge meastrement, 

Tam, &. 
Signed) SALISBURY. 








Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 


Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom to Board of 7: 
5, Whittington Ave 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform you that the suk 
for the Suex Canal certificates was carefully’ ec the Executive Coun 
this Chamber at their meeting on the 13th insta having regan] to. th 
change which has been mad Tonnag ince the Report of the 
Constantinople Int » piss % of “Th 
Merchant Shippin 5 the followi 
Resolution :— 

“That the Executive Couneil : " nit 
heroby respectfully requests the B i b th 
of the Sue Canal Company t measurement 


fy ‘ spices, as are at 
present practised hy the 
In forwarding this copy 
which it refers is » Bi wher 
for it the attentive ! Tr 


H, COOKE, Secret 


Inclosure 2 in N. 
Memorandum. 


THUE particulars now attached enable » compar betwe 
present systems, apart altogether from the deduction ling powe 
Charnbar not propose to alter. 
Tn some vessels, notably the yory lange ones at preser 
» the under z British system comes out 
ably imore than that of the Sucx yystom, owing to our having modified 
10 as to apply the principle of measurement with the utmost availabl 
precision, whoreas the Canal Company still hold fo tho hard-andsfast rule of 
measuring the vessel in ngth from end to end, regardless of the breaks in the 
Lottom to which the depths ate taken. At the same time, on the principle that 
ng shall bo included it tho tonnaye which cannot bo used for earning froigi 
ly bo consistent for the Company to exe om measurement the fore a 
after penk ballast tanks in every ease where these constitute double bottoms with 
the meaning of the Act, 
Closed-in Spaces.—It will be noted that in the tonnage of tho closed-in paces, in 
nearly every case the Steg system shows a preponderance, nnd this is duc to the fact 
that White from Heitlsh te ory spice on the uppar deck having 
openings without permanently attached means of closing, such spages in the Sucz 
ayatem! are included in tonnage “if they can be casily closed after admeasurement.” 
his gives great dissatisfaction to the ship-owner, who primarily fits such spaces that 
they may cOnduce to the safety of the vessel at sea, and who ia quite agreeable, when 
of stores are stowed therein, that th thon be added to the tonnage 
and made chargeable for dues on that particular vo ‘An assimilation to. the 
British system in this would be reasonable, and give great satisfuction, and, taken 
together with the nssimilation in the under-deck system above, theré would 
be hardly any diminution from the present gross tonnage of the Suez system, especially 
in the case of the present largely increasing type of vessel built for the Easter: 
‘og instance, take the largest vessel of the examples given, viz., the “ Knight 
” Wwhowo gros: ritish tonnage is 7,46418 guinst a gross Stiex tonnage of 


Deduction for Crew Space, Galleys, W.C.'s, and for Closed-in Spaces employed for 
seorking the Ship-—The dedactions at present allowed in the Sucz system for erew space 
and other such spaces not directly employed for earni ppear by no means 


satisfactory, and it would remove a jevance from the ship-owners could it be 
assimilated to the British system. The limitation at present placed upon the deduction 
granted for messrooms, bath-rooms, ms, tnd the like, besides the gem 
fimitation of the wholo of these deductio per cont. of the gross tonnage, really 
‘inst improvements in the sanitary conditions of vessels, whereas it is 
public interest, that for such a trade, rife with the chances 
atest encour ‘should be given to render vessels as perfect 1 
& sanitary point of view, especially in the direction of enlarging the 
ion for the ¢ om the twelve examples giveny if we eliminate the 
. a Transatlantic trades), we got ten recent vessel 
ot down in the attached paper in two columns 


nS ed, and the other the same 


operate 


if S for crew space, ac. calculated und 
ropelling power, calsulated by the S 

ther is only in the totals of tho ten ships a dif 
mod inti resent type of Indian, tmder dovelops, ther 
iat this differonce will diaappeat, and’ that, practically, the total tonnage 
through the Canal upon whieh dues ave payable would bo no less for tho same 

eels than itis nt presen ' ; 

Tcany also be add that the saving of labour and friotion in havin 
: of mensuremont, with the exception of a deduction for propelling 


tically 


‘uniform ayster 
power, would be very great 


Comrarusox of ton Vessels Intely measured for Suez Canal Certificate, showing their 
prewnt net Tonnage acconling to prosent Rules, and also thelr net ‘Tonnage 
the British system were adopted, with the exception of the deductio 


or propelling power, which would remain, as at present, under Suos ryatem + 





ffi 
amv i Power, which 
ss at preweat ander 


9 por cent 


eS So Ee SS eee 
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Tnelosure 8 in No. 42. No. 43, 


salsa wel Ye Peninsular asd Oriental 
he last two surveyed for. the Peninaliag, 98 Oe Mr; Austin Lee to Foreign Offce-—(Receised August 21;) 


Pe My dear Villiers, Paris, August 18, 1890. 


Couratusos of six yessels (iv. 2 ed fe 
‘Steam Navigation Company, the British India Steam 
the Oriont ‘Steam Navigation Company), showing. their 


Sia a Jes, and their net tonnage, assuming the Bri Banta) , aris, agua 18) 
een rae ia Cah the exception of th allowazee for propel WITH reference to the Circular of the 10th August respecting new Regulations 


power— “ 
P for the measurement of vessels for Suez Canal certificates, I suppose the question has 


deen considered as to inviting those countries who, since the © inople Conference 
Fish System f 1878, have acquired a mercantile ma I refer especially to Japa 

" gures sixth on the list of the Suez Canal clients (see “ Commercial No. 4 (1899),” 
Inclosure 4, p. 6). 

Considerable inccavenience arises from the Americans and other countries, whose 
nhips occasionally use the Canal, not having any recognized form of certificate. Their 
vessels have consequently to be measured by the Suet Cansl authoritios and this 
often causes considerable del nt isa somewhat complicated and 
lengthy business 

‘These aro morely suggestions, as Ido not profess to be, like Sir John Stokes, on 
authority un the subject with regard to tonnage measurement, and his opinion would 
bo far moro valuable than mine. 

You will find in vol, Ixy, p. 808, of “Stato Papers" tho list of the Powarm who 
took part in the Constontinople Conference. 

L may be in London next week for a few hours, and if I am 1 hope! T shall 
see you. 

Ever yours, 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE. 


0 rveyed for th : 

Comranmox of twenty-one easels (je. the last seven survey ie 
and Oriental Steam Navigation the British india Steam Navigation 

Company, aud the Orient Steam Navigation Couipany), #how sir provent uct 

tounge neoorting to Sues Canal Wules, and thelt net totnage, sesamin te 

Hitish aystem wero adopted, with the exception of the allowance for propellin, , 

British system wero adopted, with the except pe Re SF 


_ er My Lord, Paris, October 2%, 1809. 
ON Friday last we attended tho meeting of the London Committee of the Suez 


Net Toanage 
i British System Canal Board, and were asked by the Chairman, Sir Thomas Sutherland, M.P., as to the 


proposed revision of tho Constantinople Roles, under which the tonnage of vessels 
passing through the Suex Cabal is ascertained. ‘The matter had been mentioned by 
rince d'Arenberg, President of the Company, to Sit Thowas, who has received a 
copy of the letter addressed by the Board of ‘Trade to the Chatnber of Shipping on the 

1sth May last, 
We explained that the proposal originated in a Resolution passed by the * Chamber 
of jing of the United Kingdom,” which was submitted to the Board of Trode, and 
ioe formed the basis on which action bad heon taken to bring about the necessary Inter- 
3170 national Agreement. to rovise the Rules, We expressed surprise at the question put to 
xosist tus, as we supposed that the ship-owners present inust be members of the Chamber and 

s siaeras have cognizance of its proceedings, 

Hv oie The shipowners present being Sir Thomas Sutherland, M.P., Chairman of the 
: 102300 st Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company ; Sir Edwyn Dawes, Chairman of 
Aromat on * the British India Steam Navigation Company; Mr. RS. Donkin, MLP., w ship-owner of 
; the Tyne; Mr. Alexander, of the Hall Line of Liverpool, all disclaimed any conneetion 


(ont ¥ with the Chamber of Shipping, or knowledge of its proceedings, ‘They, moreover, 
ory 


British Sues Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Heceived October 5.) 


“sunita 


deprecated in the strongest terms any change being made in the Itules, which 
Uicy believe would affect the receipts of the Suez Canal to a far more serious extent 
the selected instances given by the Board of Trade would imply. 

moreover think that any change in the present salu quo, i it diminished 
= Orient y 3 the receipis of the Company, would give the shareholders a strong argument in favour 
* Oriaaba. of abolishing the Programme of Tondos of 1885, to which they are avowedly hostile, 
Oru hare and thus lead to's reversal of that arrangement, which has had such a beneficial effect 
oe " ‘on the working of the Canal, and on the trade through it. 

———_ We believe it to be our duty to bring to your Lordship's notice these observations, 
made by ship-owners representing s0 large a volume of the Canal traffic, and in doing so 
would = that we had not previously discussed this matter our, rts 

1558, 





St 


ccllongues, as we had not received your Lordship’s instructions to do so. - We may add 
Cream mare not aware that the Chairmén of the moet important of the Tines of stents: 
Ships using the Caual were not members of the Chamber of Shipping, whose rerrmet 
ships ising toard of Trade gave rise to the communication addressed to your Lordship 
by that Department, 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) J 
ore USTIN LEE. 
W. FREMANTLE. 





No, 45. 
Livitish Sues Conal Directors to the Marquess of Selisbury.—(Received October 24.) 


Yo, 21. Commereial, 
Te eemecea Paris, Octobe 38,150 

Mam have the honour to report that the statue of Mf. de Losseps at Port Satd is te 
boa te, the 17th November next, the thirtieth anniversary of the opening of 
the Canal in 1869, 

‘Arran havo been made for a large nuraber of the Directors of the S 
Canal Company to be and wo think that it is fitting that we should be prese 
on tho oceasion. Unle sifore, your Lordship disapproves of our doing» 
propose to Joave Paris after the next Board meeting 10 8th proximo, and to visit 
tho Canal with the other Directors. 

Ean rien ber mecting of the Board is postponed to the 18th December, which 
will allow of one being present at it. 

allow of one being p oe 
Signed) 
ea EMANTLE, 


No. 46, 
Foreign Office to British Sues Canal Directors 


inl.) 
} Foreign Office, October 28, 1800. 
AGE airoctod by the Marquess of Salisbury to acknowledge the rectipt of your 
coin} Commercial, of the 22ad instant, asking for authority to proces to 
nating on tho Sth proximo for the purpose of attending the 
tievalling of the statue of ML. do Lesseps at Port Sald on the 17th proximo 
Tam to state that his Lordahip aecedes to your request. 
Lam, &e. 
a) MARTIN: GOSSE! 


No. 47. 
Sip N, O'Conor t6 the Marquess of Salisbury — (Revived November 6) 


No. Commercial. 
ieee 2 Conatetnole, Never 2, 1500 

ONLY received your Lordship's despatch, Commercial, marked ~ Cirenlar of the 
1Oth August Inst, directing me to make a communication to the Turkish Government 
Tegnrding certain alterations devired by the Chamber of Shipping in the measnrement of 
Batish ships for Suex Canal special tonnage certificates, i‘ 

Tefore however, presenting a note to the Porte, I beg to offer the following observae 
tions -— 

ho proposal made by the Chamber of Shipping for inducing the Sn Canal 
Company to adopt the same method of measurement for gross Kontagh and the same 
Tetuetlons for edow and other spaces ax are xt present practised by the Board of ‘Trade, 
dacs not apparently aim at any reduction of the dues at present paid to the Company by 
dies ele tain the Canal.” ‘This eonelasion is warrmted by the statement in the 


85 


Memorandum of the Chamber of Shipping, by which it is shown that, in the comparison 
made of the total British tonnage of ten vessels and the tonnage of the same ships calea- 
Inted on the Suez Canal system, there is barely a difference of 2 per cent, 

ite Meorandam farther states that. as the present type of Indian trader dovelops 
there is no doubt that the difference will disappear, and that practically the total tonnage 
feng through the Canal upon which dues are payable would, under the proposed new 
Fystemr of measurement, be no Jess than it ix nt present. 

Tt is trac that the change contemplated by the Suez Canal Company in 1873 
brought abont an appeal to the Turkish Government, and led to the mecting of an 
International Conference; but it should be remembered that that change was of very 
drastic nature, involving as did a considerable rease in the dues levied by the 
Company, and that it gave riso to complaints from the Maritime Powers A 

"The alteration now under consideration is not to be com red in importance to that 
introduced in 1873. It is of a technical character, and has for its object the simplifica- 
Hon of the present system of measurement rather than any reduction of charges on 
hip 

Tcannot but think that it would be undesirable at the present moment to rofer this 
mnatter to the Porte, who might seize upon the occasion to raise the Egyptian question ; 
sate enture to submit that the proposal of the Chamber of Shipping is one which 
wight properly fall within the competence of the Suez Canal Commission at Paris, 
Tree Qections might ultimately be submitted to the Sublime Porte for ratification, 

Tn any cae, I make bold to submit the question to your Lordship’s further con= 
sideration before proceeding to take any definite steps 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'UONOR. 





No. 48. 
Foreign Office to Board of Trade, 


Foreign Office, November 9, 1899. 


WITIL reference to my letter of the 7th ultimo, Lam directed by the Marquess 
of Salisbury to transmit herewith, for the confidential information of the Board of 
Trude, copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople relative 
coin sedations destred by the Chamber of Shipping in the measurement of ritivh 
ships for Suex Canal special tonnage certificate 

Loni Salisbury would be glad to learn the views of the Board ns to the roply that 
should be returned to Sir N, O’Conor, 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) MARTIN GOSSELIN. 


ee 
No. 49. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquers of Salishury.—(Received November 11.) 


(No. 22. Commercinl,) 
My Lord, Paris, November 10, 1800, 
WE have the honour to transmit, for the uso of the Admiralty and the Board of 
‘Trude, 200 copies of the latest edition of the Regulations for the Navigation of the 
Suez Canal,t to be xubstituted for those incloxed in our despatches No. 20 and No. 4, 
Commercial, of the Bist Decomber, 1898, and 28th January Inst respoetively. 
We tinve, &e, 
(Por the British Directors), 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE. 


oe 





Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received Novewiber 15.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, November 14, 1899. 
T AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 9th instant, tranemitting, by direction of the Marquess of Salisbury, copy of s 
despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople relative to the alterations 
desired by the Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom in the Rules for the 
measurement of ships for Sex Canal specinl tonnage certifi 
In reply, Lam to for cd Salisbury’s infor “opy of & communi- 
cation received from the Chamber ol i y withdraw their request 
for the alterations in question, and to t, having regard to all the circumstan 
of the case, the Board of ‘Trade are of opinion that no further steps need be taken in 
the matter, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) WALTER J. HOWELL. 


Tnclosure in No. 60, 
Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom to Board of Trade, 


5, Whittington Avenue, Leadenholl Street, London, 
Sir, November 9, 1809. 
1AM directed by the President of this Chamber to thank you for your letter of 
the 27th ultimo re Suez Canal special tonnnge certificates, and to. in 
that after having carefully considered the same this Chamber bas 
the presont its request that nction should be taken in this 
"s Government. 
Lam further direoted by the President to convey to the Board of Trade, and 
through it to the Foreign Office, the best thanks of tle Executive Counell of this 


Chamber for the trouble which they have taken with respoot to this subject, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) W. H. COOKE, Secretary, 





No, 51. 
Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 


Bir, Foreign Office, November 20, 1809. 

TAM directed by tho Marquess of Slisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 14th instant relative to the proposed tions in the Rules for the 
measurument of ships for Sucx Canal certitleates, in which you state that the Hoard 
of Trade are of opinion that no further steps need be taken tn the matter. 

‘Ax the Board are oware, a Circular was insued on tho 10th August last to Hor 
Majesty's, Reprosentatives accredited to the Powers represented at the Conference 
hold. at Constantinople in October 1873, instructing them to invite the concurrence of 
thoas Powers to the view that a further revision of tho Rules should take place; and 
to this view the Governments of Italy and Helgium havo already assented. 

‘The Board will readily perceive that, under these circumstances, Her Majesty's 
Government are placed -in_a position of some embarrassment by the suggestion 
contained in sour letter; and Lam, consequently, to request that Lord Salisbury may 
be informed w the Board would advise the withdrawal of the Circular; and, if 
80, what resons should, in their opinion, be advanced to explain and justify this course 
to the Powers concerned. 

Tam, &e, 


MARTLN GOSSELIN. 





Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received November 25.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, November 24, 1899, 
WITH reference to Sir Martin Gosselin’s letter of the 20th instant, and to 
previous correspondence with regard to certain proposed alterations in the Rules far 
ment of ships for Suex Canal certificates, I am directed by the Board of 
to state that they fully appreciate and greatly rogret the difficulty that hns 
the Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom having 
idraw the proposals they made on the subject 
feel that, however reasonable these proposals may be 
themselves, it ix impossible (haviog regard especially to the withdrawal of such a 
representative body as the Chamber of Shipping, and to the considerations advanced 
by Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople in his despatch of the 2nd instant) 
io take any further steps in the matter. 
The Board would, therefore, suggest, for the consideration of the Secretary of 
State, that the Poreign Office Cireular of the 10th August last should, in the circ 
ances, be withdrawn, an this course of action should be explained and justified 
hat since the date of the Circular furtlor represent 
ot have been made to Her Majesty's Government which satisfy them 
it is not desirable to proceed further with the matter at tho present time. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) COURTENAY BOYLE. 





No, 58, 
Foreign Offce to Board of Trade, 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 30, 1899. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 24th instant, Tam dirocted by the 
Marquess of Salisbury to transmit herewith, for the concurrence of the Board of 
‘Tmde, a draft Ciroulnr* which his Lordship proposes to address to Her Majesty's 
Representatives instructing them to inform the Government to which thoy are 
accredited that it is not desirable to proceed further at presont in the matter of the 
proposed alterations in the Rules for the measurement of ships for Suez Canal 
corti 
Tam, &o. 
(Signed) MARTIN GOSSELIN. 





No. 54. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office.—(Received December 4.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, December 2, 1800. 

I AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt. of your letter 
of the 80th ultimo transwitting, by direction of the Marquess of Salisbury, a draft 
of a Circular which his Lordship proposes to address to Hor Majesty's Reprosentatives 
instructing them to inform the Governments to which they are accredited that it is 
not desirable to proceed further at present in the matter of the proposed alterations 
in the Rules for the measurement of ships for Suet Canal tonnagy certifeates 

In reply, I am to state, for his Lordship’s information, that the Board of ‘Trade 
fully concur in the terms of the proposed Circular. 

Tom, &e. 
(Signed) ' WALTER J. HOWELL 
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No. 55. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received December 7.) 


(¥o. 25. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, December 3, 1899: 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that, acting on your Lordship's 
authority, Sir John Stokes and Sit Charles Fremantle went to Port Said to be present af 
the anvetling of the statue of M. Ferdinand de Lesseps. Mr. Austin Lee was prevented 

sing by business requiring his presence in Paris. 
tarying the Suez Canal Directors and the guests of the Company left 
Maracilles on the 11th Noveraber, and arrived at Port Said on the 16th. On the same 
ay Tix Highness the. Khedive and his Ministers, Lond Cromer, and the members of the 
Corps Diplomatique at Cairo, and others, arrived at Port Said. 

‘AUG a.st. on the 17th, being a of the opening of the Canal by 
the Empresa of the French in 1869, the ceremony of the unveiling of the statue took 
place. 

It was followed by speeches from His Highness the Khedive, the Prince 
a'Aronberg, of President of the Canal Company; the Vicomte de Vegas, representing 
the French, Academy, of which M, de Tesseps was a member ; and by the Comte Charles 
A. de Lemeps. 

We inclose copies of these specches, which were moderate in tone. That of the 
Prince d'Arenberg, which wax a historical ri ‘of M, de Lessops’ life, contained 
remarks on tho attitude of the English Ministers in the early days of the Co 
which were perhaps inevitable. 

‘The cor ras followed by fOtes at the three Canal towns 4, Ismailia, 
and Sue 

The Khedive gave s dgeuner on board his yacht, and was most cordial in is 
reception of the two Dirostors of the Company present, who sepresented Het Majeciy's 

seven, ‘This cordiality was ronewed in & marked manner on the several oceasions 
in which they wore brought in contact with His Highnow. 
Made wero very complete, and were carried out without m contre- 
temps of any kind. 

‘V's mizy aid that the charter of the vessel, and nearly all the expenses connected 
with the insaguration, which arc considerable, will be defrayed by the Directors out of 
their fees. 

We have, &e. 
gnc) J. STOKES. 
Hi. AUSTIN LEE. 
©, W. FREMANTLE 





No. 56. 


Circular addressed to Her Majesty's Representatives abroad. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 

TPE reference to my Circular despateh, Commercial, of the 10th August last, 

r proposed alterations in the Rules for the measurement of ships for 
Fee canel certifcates, I havo to inform you that since that date representations, Yars 
Suet Cain (a Her Majesty's Government which satisfy them that it is not desirable to 
procced further with the matter at the present time : 

T request that you will make a.communication in this sense to the Governmat be 
which you are aceredited, and that you will state that Her Majesty's Government ‘rule 
That the consideration of the question may be deferred until they are in ® position to 
make fresh proposals on the subject. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY 


ee a 


British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(eceived December 18.) 


(So.24, Commercial) 
y Lord, Paris, December U6, 1893. 
WE have the honour to report that the twenty-fifth annual Seeding of niacea et 
the Suez Canal Company took on the iSth instant at the Com; 
250 shares belonging to Her Majesty's Government were drawn, We inciose herewith 
Sed list of their numbers, and have the honour to request that instructions may 
ares which are in. deposit at the Bank of England, to be scat aver 
in order that he may present them to the Company for repayment 


We have, &e. 
(For the British’ Directors), 
(Signed) H, AUSTIN LER. 


No. 58, 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Bir N. O'Conor, 


erin.) 
. Forelyn Office, December 21, 188 
~ A HIAVE, had under my consideration your Mecalaney's despatch, No. 
Counercal, of the 2nd ulti, respecting the proposed alterations in ti 
Of Britsh skips for Svea Canal spocal tonnage eoreieat 
In consequence of the observations contained in that dexpateh, and of representa: 
‘made by tho British Directors of the Snex Canal, tho subject has been 
od by the Board of ‘rade, and it has been decided that in the genoral 
jntereate of British shipping it ie not desirable to proceed with the matter at prescnt 
A Circular to thie effect was therefore addressed to your Excellency and to for 
Majesty's Representatives, to whom the provious instructions were sent, and it thus 
beeomes unnecessary for you to mention the subject to the Porte. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 5%. 


Britioh Sues Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 23,) 


ie. 265. Commercial.) 
iy Lord, Paris, December 22, 1800, 
| WE have the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a lettor 
eae eerie ths ae ustin Lee, Resident Director in 
raris, with regard to the sums due for dividend and interest on the 2nd January nee 
Parl, with fhe Sues Cuoal chavs, te property of ler Sfajesty' Geverament 
We have, &¢. 
(For the British Directors), 
Gigned) HW, AUSTIN LEE. 





IN ac 
h Dece 


vidend a 


Majesty 


Paris, Dec 22, 1899. 
the Treasury Minute of the 
he net amount of 
in respect of the 


x to Her 


for payment to Her Majesty's 
nd 18 ad to receive in due course the 
transmissi Suez Canal Company, whi 


Tam, &c, 
ed H. AUSTIN LEE 





